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SUBJECT: POST STORY BY LEWIS M. SIMONS 

1. EOLLOWING REPORT CAPTIONED "PAKISTANI GENERAL PICTURED 
AS RELUCTANT COUP LEADER" DATELINED RAWALPINDI, PAKISTAN, 
JULY 11, APPEARED IN WASHINGTON POST EDITION OF JULY 12. 

2. QUOTE: A SECRET PAKISTANI ARMY DOCUMENT REVEALS THAT 
GEN. MOHAMMED ZIA UL-HAQ, WHO SEIZED POWER IN A COUP LAST 
WEEK, EXPRESSED STRONG OPPOSITION TO TAKING THE DRASTIC 
STEP. 

ACCORDING TO A HIGHLY INFORMED PAKISTANI SOURCE, ZIA WAS 
INDUCED TO STAGE THE COUP BY SIX OF THE ARMY'S CORPS 
COMMANDERS SERVING UNDER HIM. 

THEY PERSUADED HIM THAT THE TAKEOVER WAS ESSENTIAL EOR THE 
GOOD OE THE ARMY, WHICH HAD COME UNDER SEVERE PUBLIC 
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CRITICISM DURING THE LAST EOUR MONTHS OF UNREST, THE SOURCE 
SAID. 

THE DOCUMENT MAKES IT CLEAR THAT ZIA OPPOSED INVOLVING THE 
ARMY IN POLITICAL BATTLING BETWEEN FORMER PRIME MINISTER 
ZULFIQAR ALI BHUTTO AND THE OPPOSITION'S NINE-PARTY 
PAKISTAN NATIONAL ALLIANCE. 
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ZIA EXPRESSED WORRY THAT PUBLIC PRESSURE ON THE ARMY 
EOLLOWING THE DEPLOYMENT OE TROOPS TO KILL UNARMED 
CIVILIAN DEMONSTRATORS COULD LEAD TO A MUTINY OR CIVIL 
WAR. HE WAS APPARENTLY TORN, HOWEVER, BY WHAT HE VIEWED 
AS HIS MILITARY DUTY TO SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT. 

IN THE END, THOUGH, ZIA WAS EVIDENTLY WON OVER BY THE 
CORPS COMMANDERS' ARGUMENTS. 

THE STATEMENT OF ZIA'S OPPOSITION TO A COUP IS IN A 

DOCUMENT WRITTEN MAY 7 AND OBTAINED TODAY BY THE WASHINGTON 

POST, ALONG WITH TWO SECRET LETTERS. 

IN IT, ZIA SAID: "WE SOLDIERS MUST STAY ABOVE POLITICS AND 
LET THE POLITICAL PROBLEMS BE SOLVED BY POLITICAL AND 
CONSTITUTIONAL MEANS." 

THE DOCUMENT, LABELED "RESTRICTIVE," THE LOWEST MIT, IT ARY 
SECRECY CATEGORY, WAS CIRCULATED AMONG SENIOR OFEICERS 
DOWN TO THE REGIMENTAL LEVEL. THE FOUR-PAGE PAPER, 

CARRYING ZIA'S SIGNATURE, IS ENTITLED "COMMAND COMMUNICA- 
TION BY THE CHIEE OE THE ARMY STAFE." 

IT WAS CIRCULATED TWO WEEKS AETER BHUTTO HAD IMPOSED 
MARTIAL LAW IN THE MAJOR CITIES KARACHI, LAHORE AND 
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HYDERABAD APRIL 21. WHEN TROOPS BEGAN FIRING ON DEMON- 
STRATORS, A PUBLIC OUTCRY SWIETLY FOLLOWED. IT WAS 
PARTICULARLY STRONG IN LAHORE, THE CAPITAL OF POPULOUS 
PUNJAB PROVINCE, THE HOME OF ABOUT 85 PERCENT OF THE ARMED 
EORCES. 

ON APRIL 27, ONE WEEK AFTER MARTIAL LAW WAS IMPOSED, ZIA 
AND THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF HAD ISSUED A PUBLIC STATE- 
MENT IN WHICH THEY SAID. 

"WE WISH TO MAKE IT ABSOLUTELY CLEAR THAT THE PAKISTAN 
ARMY, NAVY AND AIR FORCE ARE TOTALLY UNITED TO DISCHARGE 
THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL OBLIGATIONS IN SUPPORT OP THE 
PRESENT LEGALLY CONSTITUTED GOVERNMENT." 

IN HIS "COMMUNICATION" OP MAY 7 ZIA TOLD HIS OPFICERS, 

"I EXPECT YOU ALL TO FOLLOW AND IMPLEMENT THAT STATEMENT 
IN LETTER AND SPIRIT; SHUN INVOLVEMENT IN ANY NON-MILITARY 
APFAIRS; AVOID GETTING ENTANGLED IN ANY CONTROVERSIES AND 
STAY CLEARLY AWAY FROM ACTIVE POLITICS. THE GOOD OP THE 
ARMY AND THE GOOD OF THE COUNTRY DEMANDS THIS FROM US." 
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THE REASON FOR ZIA'S APPARENT LOYALTY TO BHUTTO SEEMS 
SIMPLE. IN 1976, WHEN BHUTTO PROMOTED HIM TO CHIEF OF 
STAFF OVER THE HEADS OF A NUMBER OF MORE SENIOR GENERAL 
STAFF OFFICERS, ZIA WAS THE MOST JUNIOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL 
IN THE PAKISTAN ARMY. 

ACCORDING TO A HIGHLY INFORMED SOURCE WITH ACCESS TO ARMY 
INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS, THE POWER BEHIND ZIA-THE MEN WHO 
PRESSED HIM INTO STAGING THE COUP AGAINST BHUTTO-ARE SIX 
OF THE LEADING CORPS COMMANDERS: LT. GEN. MOHAMMED IQBAL, 
LT. GEN. ARABAB JEHANZEB, LT. GEN. SARWAR KHAN, LT. GEN. 

F. A. CHISTI, LT. GEN. GHULAM HASSAN AND MAJ. GEN. GHULAM 
MOHAMMED. 
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OF THESE SIX, IQBAL AND JEHANZEB ARE ACKNOWLEDGED TO BE 
THE MOST POLITICALLY ASTUTE AND INFLUENTIAL. 

"ZIA DIDN'T WANT TO STAGE THE COUP," THE SOURCE SAID. 

"HE DOESN'T HAVE THAT KIND OF MENTALITY OR AMBITION. HE 
WAS PRESSURED INTO IT BY THE CORPS COMMANDERS. AND THEY'RE 
STILL CALLING THE SHOTS." 

A HIGHLY REGARDED POLITICAL SCIENTIST SAID THAT DESPITE 
THEIR DIFFERENCES OF OPINION ON THE COUP, ZIA AND THE 
CORPS COMMANDERS AGREED FROM THE OUTSET THAT THERE WAS A 
DANGER OF MUTINY IN ARMY RANKS IF TROOPS WERE SENT BACK 
INTO THE STREETS TO BATTLE CIVILIAN DEMONSTRATORS SHOULD 
THE NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN BHUTTO AND THE OPPOSITION FAIL. 

IN HIS MAY 7 "COMMUNICATION," ZIA REFERRED REPEATEDLY TO 
THIS CONCERN. 

"THE LEADERSHIP AND THE RANK AND FILE OF THE DEFENSE SER- 
VICES IN GENERAL AND THE ARMY IN PARTICULAR HAVE BEEN 
SUBJECTED TO UNCALLED-FOR PRESSURES AND CRITICISM WITH A 
VIEW TO CAUSING DOUBTS IN THEIR MINDS AND TRYING TO 
SUBVERT THEM," HE SAID. 

"IN THE PREVAILING FOG, IT BECOMES DIFFICULT TO IDENTIFY 
TRUTH FROM HALF-TRUTH AND REALITY FROM RUMORS. THE 
SIMPLE MIND TENDS TO SEE THINGS IN BLACK AND WHITE AND 
DRAW CONCLUSIONS BASED ON FAULTY OR INADEQUATE INEORMA- 
TION." 

HE ADDED THAT HE HAD "NO DOUBT THAT THE ARMY WILL ONCE 
AGAIN STAND THE TEST OF TIME AND FULFILL ITS CONSTITU- 
TIONAL OBLIGATIONS TO SAFEGUARD (THE) WELL BEING AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SOLIDARITY OF PAKISTAN." 

ZIA'S SUPPORT APPARENTLY BUOYED BHUTTO'S SINKING MORALE 
AND CONVINCED HIM THAT THE ARMED FORCES STOOD WITH HIM. 

IN A LETTER WRITTEN TO ZIA ON MAY 4, BHUTTO SAID, "I WISH 
TO EXPRESS MY DEEP APPRECIATION EOR THE LOYALTY, SENSE OF 
DEVOTION AND THE PATRIOTISM YOU HAVE SHOWN IN ISSUING 
THE JOINT STATEMENT PLEDGING THE TOTAL COMMITMENT OF THE 
ARMED EORCES TO SAFEGUARDING THE COUNTRY'S INTEGRITY 
AGAINST EXTERNAL AGGRESSION AS WELL AS INTERNAL SUBVER- 
'lON." 

BHUTTO ADDED THAT HE HAD "TAKEN A NUMBER OF INITIATIVES TO 
RESOLVE THE PRESENT POLITICAL PROBLEM EACING THE COUNTRY. 

I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT, WITH DETERMINATION AND UNDERSTANDING, 
ALL THE ISSUES CAN BE SOLVED IN CONFORMITY WITH THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS. IT IS ONLY A MATTER OF TIME." 

ON MAY 7, ZIA FORWARDED COPIES OF BHUTTO'S LETTER TO THE 
CORPS COMMANDERS. IN A COVERING LETTER, ZIA TOLD THE 
OFEICERS, "I AM HOPEFUL THAT WE WILL OVERCOME THE CURRENT 
CRISIS SOON. AND WITHOUT BEING MODEST ABOUT THE WHOLE 
THING, I HONESTLY FEEL THAT THE ENTIRE CREDIT OF (THE) 

ARMY'S ACHIEVEMENTS UNDER THE CURRENT SITUATION GOES TO 
YOU, YOUR COMMANDERS, JUNIOR COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND 
MEN. 

"I AM CONFIDENT THAT WE WILL INSHAALLAH (GOD WILLING) COME 
OUT OF THE PRESENT CRISIS, NOT ONLY CLEANLY BUT SUCCESS- 
FULLY." 

IN THE RESTRICTED "COMMUNICATION" ISSUED ON THE SAME DAY, 

ZIA WROTE: "WHAT IS OUR DUTY? WE KNOW THAT WE OUGHT TO 
OBEY THE LEGALLY CONSTITUTED GOVERNMENT. IT IS ARGUED 
THAT THE ELECTION OE 7 MARCH 11 WAS UNFAIR. 
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"ARE WE IN THE ARMY JUSTIFIED TO PASS A JUDGMENT? IS THERE 
NOT A LEGALLY CONSTITUTED MACHINERY TO ADJUDICATE SUCH 
ISSUES? ARE THERE NOT THE HIGH COURTS AND THE SUPREME 
COURT TO JUDGE SUCH ALLEGATIONS? 

REEERRING TO THE 1971 WAR BETWEEN PAKISTAN AND INDIA, IN 
WHICH EAST PAKISTAN BECAME THE INDEPENDENT NATION OF 
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BANGLADESH, ZIA SAID PAKISTAN COULD NOT AFFORD THE 
"LUXURY" OF A CIVIL WAR "WHEN OUR ENEMIES ARE SITTING 
ACROSS THE BORDERS WAITING FOR SUCH A CHANCE. ARE WE 
PREPARED TO OFFER THEM AGAIN AN OPPORTUNITY SUCH (AS) 

THAT (WHICH) DISMEMBERED OUR NATION ONLY SIX YEARS AGO?" 

"THESE QUESTIONS MUST BE AGITATING YOUR MINDS," ZIA CON- 
TINUED. "THE ANSWER IS QUITE SIMPLE AND EASY. WE SOLDIERS 
MUST STAY ABOVE POLITICS AND LET THE POLITICAL PROBLEM BE 
SOLVED BY POLITICAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL MEANS. 

THUS, JUST TWO MONTHS, ALMOST TO THE DAY, BEFORE HE SEIZED 
POWER AND ANNOUNCED THE END OF THE BHUTTO GOVERNMENT, ZIA 
TOLD HIS SUBORDINATES THAT THE ARMY HAD NO BUSINESS 
INVOLVING ITSELF IN POLITICS, BUT MUST OBEY ORDERS. 

"LET (THE) ARMY NOT BE THE JUDGE REGARDING THE LEGALITY 
OF THE GOVERNMENT," HE WROTE. "THE ARMY HAS TO OBEY THE 
UNANIMOUSLY ACCEPTED CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNTRY. THERE 
ARE MANY LEGAL INSTITUTIONS TO DECIDE THESE ISSUES. LET 
THESE ISSUES BE DECIDED BY THOSE WHO ARE EMPOWERED BY THE 
CONSTITUTION TO DO SO." 

END QUOTE. 
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